
MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN, INC, 

MEMORANDUM 

December 8, 1965 

TO: Residential Facilities Study Committee 
M.R.-M.I . Committee 

Governmental Affairs Steering Committee 
Clayton Kick - NARC 
Jim Gavenda - NARC 

FROM: Jerry Walsh, Executive Director 

On the Governor's Bus Tour to Cambridge State School and Hospital, November 30, 1965, 
copies of the attached were distributed. You will note that in almost every building the level 
of care for November 1 is below that of June 30, 1965. You will also note that in Cottage 11 , 
the Mental Health Treatment Service building, there has been a very significant increase in 
staff. It is apparent that this has been accomplished by moving patient-care workers from 
other buildings. For instance, Building 7, which is probably one of the lowest level care 
buildings, has a ratio now one worker to each 4.7 patients and in June it had a ratio of one 
worker to each 4.4 patients. There has been at least as much change in some of the other 
buildings. 

Evidently, it is the intention of the institution to build the patient-care level back to where it 
should be as soon as new positions can be filled. But in the meantime, there is serious hard­
ship and this has caused considerable dissention among the other psychiatric technicians 
(those not in Building 11) at Cambridge. According to John Stocking, the administrator, seven 
of the 37 special school counselors, as they are now termed, in Building 11 are financed with 
federal funds under the H . I .P . grant. 

During the tour, I pointed out that additional staff for institutions was made available to meet 
the severe problems of understaffing and it didn't appear this was being done; I feel this was a 
breach of confidence with the legislature. 














